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Mr. Eric Venglar

(989) 875-3373 ext. 1205
evenglar@ithacaschools.net

In order for you to be successful in this class, a few things must be true:


-I need to teach the best I can.

-I need to be available for outside help.

-I need to give you tools for success.

-I need to challenge you.

-You need to be willing to study often.

-You need to come in for help if you need it.

-You need to use the tools I give you.

-You need to accept challenges.

-You need to ask questions because I am not a mind reader.
Two keys factors that will help this class run smoothly are: cooperation and respect. In my way of thinking, these are two-way streets-– they must be reciprocated.

Recommended Materials

Pen/ Pencil (blue or black)

3-Ring Binder or Folder
Paper

Homework

There will be times in which assignments will be given with the expectations of completion during class. The purpose of these assignments is to give more practice with the concepts and topics we have covered. You will be given ample time to complete the assignment within the allotted period as long as you choose to remain focused and on task. If the assignment is not completed in class then it will become homework. At least once per chapter a project will be assigned. The purpose of this project is to allow you to demonstrate what you have learned in a fun and creative way. It is very important that you follow all guidelines, and pace yourself so that you are not overwhelmed the day before it is due. 
Quizzes
Every Thursday you will be given a quiz, unless otherwise specified. These quizzes are NOT meant to lower your grade or cause you to have even more homework, but instead are meant to help you. They will help you in two ways: (1) the first way is that they will get you to study early and often so that when it is time for the unit test you have already been preparing yourself. (2) The second way in which the quizzes will benefit you is serve as an assessment of what concepts you have grasped and which ones you need more clarification on; with this knowledge it is your responsibility to ask for help to better understand these concepts. In the event that you are absent you will need to make arrangements to complete your quiz. If you do not make arrangements you will receive a zero for the assignment. 

Tests

At the conclusion of each chapter you will be given a test. Each test will consist of three parts: Vocabulary, Multiple Choice, and Application/ Essay. In order to prepare you for each test I highly recommend that you study old quizzes, practice problems, worksheets, labs, and study guides. I do NOT give make-up tests, so I would recommend that you begin studying early and often. 

Labs

Labs are very important within a chemistry course. It is very important that you follow all procedures and safety guidelines specified for that lab. In the event that you are removed from the classroom due to a violation of safety guidelines you will receive a zero for that assignment. This “zero tolerance” policy is NOT meant to hurt your grade, but to ensure that the classroom remains a safe learning environment. 

Class Rules

1. Respect others and yourself

2. Work hard and always do your best

3. Come to class prepared and on time

4. Follow all classroom procedures
Attendance

If you miss a day of class, see me for the missed assignments the day you return BEFORE class starts.  If you choose not to, you are choosing to not make the work up and therefore are choosing to lose all credit for the missed assignments.  If you are in a school related activity, you have the same deadline on assignments as everyone else in the class.  You may need to turn the assignment in under the door if you are leaving early in the morning, or hand it to me personally if you are only leaving school early.

You will be allowed a limited amount of time to make up objectives from assignments missed. (See page 11 in the student handbook)  Once that time has passed, you lose all credit.

There is a strong correlation between attending class and participating positively and doing well in a class.

If at all possible, DON’T MISS CLASS!

If you miss a class period, you must come to me for make-up work because I will not come to you.  You need to take responsibility for yourself!

Hall Passes

At the beginning of each trimester you will receive three hall passes. On these forms you need to fill in each of the required areas and also your destination. In the event that you need to leave the classroom take one of your passes with you and when you return to class place the pass on my desk. If you do not place a hall pass on my desk I will consider your departure as skipping class. Remember you only receive three passes per trimester so use the restroom and drinking fountain before class! If you still have passes remaining at the end of the trimester you will receive 2 extra credit points for each leftover pass. After you have used all your passes I understand that emergencies may arise and I will handle each emergency on an individual basis.

Class Website
Ithacascience.weebly.com

or

http://ithaca.glk12.org/

Calculating Grades:

Your grade in here is calculated the following way:


80% - Semester Work


20% - Final Exam


0% - Information I want to track (does not count toward your grade)

Grades can be viewed online.  If you wish to check your grade in class, do so before or after class (or school).

Here is how you can accumulate points:

-Homework / Classwork Assignments / Participation (Class Discussions)
-Labs

-Tests 

Generally speaking, I do not accept late assignments!  They are due when they are due!  We discuss and correct assignments on their due date, so it is important for you to have these complete in a timely manner for the learning process to take place. If I make an exception and accept an assignment late the maximum score that you can receive is a 50%. All absent work will be handled according to the guidelines in the student handbook.
Ipad Policy

Ipads are a wonderful tool when used properly; however, they can be a distraction if used improper times. Therefore, unless we are actively using the ipads in class they need to be face down on your desk. If a student is caught using their ipad improperly then I will confiscate the ipad and the student will have to go to RTC. 

Grading Scale

93-100 A


80-82   B-

67-69   D+

90-92   A-

77-79   C+

63-66   D

87-89   B+

73-76   C

60-62   D-

83-86   B


70-72   C-

0-59     F

A few words:

When you come to class, be prepared to learn about Science.  It’s a great class and we will learn things about the world around you.  If time permits, (and that would be rare) in a period, you may be able to work on other class-work, but when you are in here, our goal is Science!  Basically, when you walk into this classroom, you’re a Scientist(
Chemistry Course Outline

1. Numbers in Chemistry

2. Chapter 1: Fun with the Periodic Table
3. Chapter 2: Movie Special Effects
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